I have come to set the earth on fire
THURSDAY OCTOBER 22 (Lk 12,49-53)

The fire is not that of Elijah, invoked to set fire to the sacrifice and thus attest that only the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is the true God: “At the time for offering sacrifice, Elijah the prophet came forward and said, “LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. Answer me, LORD! Answer me, that this people may know that you, LORD, are God and that you have turned their hearts back to you.” The LORD’s fire came down and devoured the burnt offering, wood, stones, and dust, and lapped up the water in the trench.” (Cfr. 1Kg 18,1-38). This is not the way for Jesus to manifest his truth. He is the Prophet promised and sent by the Lord. Another fire will descend to confirm the world and its disciples in their being from the Father. 
Nor is it the fire that descends from heaven and consumes those who are its adversaries: “Then the king sent a captain with his company of fifty men after Elijah. The prophet was seated on a hilltop when he found him. He said, “Man of God, the king commands you, ‘Come down.’” Elijah answered the captain, “Well, if I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men.” And fire came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty men. The king sent another captain with his company of fifty men after Elijah. He shouted up and said, “Man of God, the king says, ‘Come down immediately!’” Elijah answered them, “If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men.” And divine fire came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty men. The king sent a third captain with his company of fifty men. When the third captain had climbed the hill, he fell to his knees before Elijah, pleading with him: “Man of God, let my life and the lives of these fifty men, your servants, count for something in your sight! Already fire has come down from heaven, consuming the first two captains with their companies of fifty men. But now, let my life count for something in your sight!” (Cfr. 2Kg 1,1-18). There is no need for any fire. Each will be consumed, burned for eternity by his sin. Jesus is always guarded by the Father. 

The disciples would have liked to attest to the truth of Jesus as it was for Elijah: “When the days for his being taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem, and he sent messengers ahead of him. On the way they entered a Samaritan village to prepare for his reception there, but they would not welcome him because the destination of his journey was Jerusalem. When the disciples James and John saw this they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven to consume them?” Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they journeyed to another village.” (Lk 9,51-56). Jesus is not Elijah. His mission is different. He will manifest his truth by letting himself be captured and crucified. 

At that time, Jesus said to his disciples: “I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing! There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and how great is my anguish until it is accomplished! Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. From now on a household of five will be divided, three against two and two against three; a father will be divided against his son and a son against his father, a mother against her daughter and a daughter against her mother, a mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.”

Here is the fire of Jesus: the Holy Spirit. He will have to spring from the eternal, divine, human fire that is pierced in his heart for love: “When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place together. And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with the holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim.” (Act 2,1-4). The eternal fire of love which is the Father is all in the heart of Christ. From the heart of Christ the eternal fire of the Holy Spirit must always flow. Heart of Christ and also of the Christian. 

Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make the Christian be the fire of truth of Holy Spirit.
